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Mayor’s Message

The State Legislature and Local Authority
“single” family lot. Regardless of these
actions, the housing crisis in California
continues unabated.

Have you ever heard the phrase
“The government closest to the
people is the best government”?
Residents of Draper City elect
a mayor and a city council to
represent them. We are your
neighbors and friends. We share
your concerns, worry about
change, plan for our city’s future,
and ultimately, live with the
impact of our decisions.
A current concern in Utah
is unprecedented growth,
combined with a national trend
of skyrocketing home prices. In
an attempt to address housing
needs, state legislators are
looking to eliminate long-held
city land use authority; in order
to allow developers to build
whatever they want, wherever
they want. During a presentation
to Salt Lake County Mayors
before the legislative session
began, a state senator blamed
the housing problem on local
governments not allowing
multifamily housing out of
concern over getting re-elected.
He suggested that legislators,
with larger voter constituencies,
are harder to “vote out of office”
than a mayor or council member
and said cities should get on
board with the state’s housing
goals. This mentality comes
from our legislators listening
exclusively to the development
community.
The considerable problem with
a statewide one-size-fits-all
approach is that it does not
recognize the importance of
city level decision-making and
ignores the planning that cities
have already done, including
what is built, under construction,
or entitled to be built. Local
elected officials know their
communities best.
As I talk with fellow leaders
about this issue, I often hear
the phrase “We don’t want to
become California.” In California
new single-family home zones
no longer exist. Accessory
Dwelling Units (ADUs) are
mandated, allowing just about
everyone to rent out basements
or extra rooms in their home,
overloading some utilities
and jamming neighborhoods
with cars. Recently, California
passed a law that forces cities
to allow four units on every

Did you know, last year the Utah
legislature passed a similar ADU
law? This created thousands of new
apartment units statewide, adding
strain to our schools, emergency
services, garbage collection, and
traffic on streets not designed for
additional occupancy, without any
funds given to cities to accommodate
the increase in services. With this
legislation, power was taken from the
city and exercised by the state, and it’s
likely just the beginning of this type of
state action.
The Utah ADU bill was touted as a “big
fix” for the housing crisis, especially
with respect to affordability. Did it
help with housing affordability? No.
In fact, now home developers have a
new product, the “perpetual duplex”
where they finish the basements and
charge even more for the homes.
Instead of assuming that cities
are not willing or able to help with
housing issues and overriding their
authority, the Utah Legislature should
examine what is already in place.
Ten years ago, Draper City created
the first unlimited density/unlimited
height zone in Utah. It is the Draper
FrontRunner development. It was
specifically planned as a Transit
Oriented Development Zone (TOD).
As a city council, (I was a councilman
at the time) we believed that density
near the commuter rail made sense.
So we established zoning for it. Since
that zoning was created, a few four
and five-story apartment complexes
and several nice four to five-story
office buildings have been built.
Statewide we currently have a
reported shortage of around
44,000 residential units. That is
the gap between what we have
and supposedly need. Right now,
between the cities of Herriman, Eagle
Mountain, Saratoga Springs, Vineyard
and Lehi there are enough entitled
units to eliminate the gap. In Vineyard
alone they have one zone that is
entitled for 20,000 residential units.
Vineyard created that zone on its own,
without a state mandate. Developers
can’t honestly use the “housing crisis”
for the right to build more apartments
in our cities on every open spot of
land. But they are, and the legislature
is listening to them. Thankfully we
have some really good legislators
like Senator Kirk Cullimore Jr. and
Representative Steve Waldrip, who
have listened to cities and so far have
not taken away all our local land use
authority. I am not saying developers
are bad. We all live and work in what
they build. I am as pro-growth as
any mayor in this state. But I do not
support the developers wanting to
eliminate our zoning authority. They
want state-enforced spot zoning and
they are lobbying the legislature hard
to get it.
Look at the current housing facts

in Draper. Existing single-family
dwelling units: 10,462 (including
entitled lots); Multifamily units:
6,548; Assisted living units: 755;
Before the ADU law, 41% of our
approved or built housing units
were multi-family. With the new
ADU law, there is the potential for
roughly 8,000 new apartments
(almost every basement in town),
and 81% of Draper is now eligible
to be multi-family. Do you think
we need more? None of these
numbers include the future
development of the prison site,
which will be controlled and zoned
by the state and has a bill pending
to make 20% of all future housing
at the site “affordable”.
This is an election year for
legislators. Get informed and
involved. Talk to your neighbors
and let them know what is at stake.
Residents need to engage with our
legislators so they know it’s not
just the mayor and council that are
concerned. Tell them to defend
their cities and our local authority,
and most importantly, small local
government.
If you do not get engaged with your
legislators, I promise you that soon
you are going to hear me and your
council members say, “Sorry we
have no zoning authority, the state
legislature took it away, and there
is nothing we can do about it. Call
your legislator.” But it will be too
late then.
As your Mayor, I am committed
to represent you. The problems
we face are complex but we are
making a difference. Most cities
have stepped up with multi-family
zoning. A one-size-fits-all solution
designed by the development
community and mandated by the
state legislature is not the answer.
We need to work together and all
the facts need to be considered.
Thank you for your thoughtful
consideration.

DRAPER FIRE’S
NEW MASCOT
Draper Fire recently welcomed
“AXE,” the department’s brand new
mascot, to the team. The Draper
Forward sat down with Axe to get
to know him a little better – and
here’s what we found:
DRAPER FORWARD: What’s your
background? Where are you from?
AXE: I was born somewhere near
Yellowstone and I was found by
Draper Fire Marshal, Don Buckley,
when I was a pup. He thought I
would make a great addition to the
fire department to help folks learn
about fire safety. Kind of like my
cousin ‘Sparky”.
DF: How did you get your name?
A: Last year during Fire Prevention
week Fire Marshal Buckley put on
a Fire Safety event and had some
names for people to choose from.
Axe was one of the choices and it
won.
DF: What do you do in your spare
time?
A: I like being in the outdoors,
chasing Frisbees, and tossing a ball.
I like watching movies like Bolt,
Firehouse Dog, Playing with Fire,
and Backdraft. I also love giving
hugs, eating food, playing video
games, reading, and kids!

DF: What safety tips do you have
for Draper residents?
A: Please make sure to keep your
fire hydrants clear of snow so it
doesn’t slow the firefighters down.
Make sure you having working smoke detectors in your home. Practice
your Exit Drills in the Home (EDITH). Know where you are going to meet
if you have a fire in your home. Please make sure to look into the fire
department’s new “H.E.L.L.P” program that allows the firefighters to better
assist you in a medical emergency. Remember “Big or small, Fire Safety is
for all!”

Mayor Troy K. Walker

DF: Anything else for us to know?
A: Yes, I know I may look a little intimidating and maybe even scary, but I
am just a big friendly pup who loves
everyone. I love teaching fire safety
DRAPER CITY
and I love my Draper Fire family.
AFTER-HOURS CONTACTS
Please, when you see me out and
Parks Department: 801-831-7194
about, come by for a picture or an
autograph - I know we will have a
Streets Department: 801-831-7195
howling good time!
Water Department: 801-831-7195
Welcome aboard, Axe!
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CITY COUNCIL MESSAGE
ALL-INCLUSIVE PLAYGROUND

Councilmember Marsha Vawdrey
As a member of the City Council,
I often receive suggestions and
opinions from the public regarding
where stop signs should or should
not be, speed limits and other
street issues. As a City, we have
taken a professional approach to
managing these decisions and use
a traffic committee to decide these
policies. The Draper City Traffic
Committee is comprised of experts
from the Engineering, Public Works,
Operations, Police, Fire, and Legal
Departments. The committee meets
monthly to review comments from
residents regarding traffic concerns.
When the city receives a comment,
it is logged and added to the next
Traffic Committee agenda. Before
the meeting, the City’s Engineering
Department will typically conduct
a preliminary analysis that may
include a review of applicable codes
and standards, an inspection of site
conditions, and the formulation of a
recommendation.
The Traffic Committee discusses the
item at its meeting, and members
decide if additional action is needed
such as police enforcement or
conducting an in-depth traffic study.
Residents who submit comments
will receive a response to the
committee’s decision on the item.
I hope this helps to more fully
understand the process and how the
city addresses citizen concerns.
To submit a traffic enforcement
request, visit draperutah.gov/
traffic. When submitting a request,
please provide as much information
as possible to help committee
members fully understand the issue.
For other traffic-related questions or
concerns, email the traffic committee
at traffic@draperutah.gov.

NEW POTATO HILL TRAIL
Looking to see some Golden Eagles,
hawks and other birds of prey?
Draper Trails and Open Space crew
just finished a new hiking trail the
summit of Potato Hill. It’s an easy .20
miles. Hiking only, no bikes or horses;
dogs must be on leash.

If you need to
communicate
with city
council
members to
share concerns
about other matters,
there are several ways that that can
be accomplished. Every city council
meeting has a public comment
opportunity. Council meetings are
typically held the 1st and 3rd Tuesday
of the month, although that schedule
can change occasionally. The public
comment portion happens just after
the meeting begins, typically around
7:00. Anyone wishing to address the
council can take up to three minutes
to speak. The council doesn’t typically
make a response, but the comments
are entered into the minutes of the
meeting and the council members are
able to hear about the concern directly
from the individual.
Council Member Chat events are held
periodically to provide an opportunity
for residents to speak to a couple
of the council members in an open
house style format at City Hall. These
events are announced through the
City communication channels when
scheduled.
Also, each council member has a city
email address where they can be
reached individually and directly. This
is a way to have further discussion
or to arrange for a personal meeting
if needed. Contact information is
available on the Mayor & City Council
page of the city website at www.
draperutah.gov/officials. Additionally,
any calls and messages left at city hall
will be directed to that councilmember.
Best,
Marsha Vawdrey
We’re all
eager to
enjoy the
warm
weather especially
our fourlegged
family
members.
Please remember ALL animals need
to stay on your property at all times,
unless you are walking them on a
leash (cats included).
Beginning immediately, Draper City
Animal Services will no longer issue
warnings for residents walking
pets without leashes. Residents will
receive citations for this infraction.
Please be respectful, and remember
that there is no poop fairy! Please bag
your pet’s waste and dispose of it in a
trash can.
Draper Animal Services would like
to remind residents that all dogs are
required to be licensed by the age
of four months or within 30 days of
moving within Draper City (cats do not
need to be licensed). Please bring in
or mail a copy of your dog’s current
rabies certificate to Draper Animal
Services or Draper City Hall Finance
Department.
License fees:
•
$6.00 for a spayed or neutered
dog license
•
$20.00 for an unaltered dog
license
•
$10.00 for a senior’s lifetime
spayed or neutered

Coming Soon to Draper Park

Draper City Parks and Recreation
is building a brand new Mega AllInclusive playground at Draper Park,
scheduled to open summer 2022.
The new facility will be include
unique features that make it a
“SUPER ALL ABILITIES” playground
that represents the best in inclusive
play opportunities! It will feature
playground ramps that provide easy
access to the 7’ and 8’ deck height;
concerto music equipment to be
mounted onto the playground decks,
so they are set at the 7’ deck height
and make for a unique and inclusive
music area; and a mighty descent
slide wide enough for an aid or
provider to accompany a patron with
disability.
Ground-level components include
the Accessible Whirl that is flush with
the surfacing, so a mobility device
can easily enter the spinner, and over
90% of the overall playground area
is accessible by a user in a mobility
device.
The city is partnering with design
company Playworld to create this

amazing new addition to Draper City
Parks and Recreation resources for
residents.
In order to create this exciting new
feature for our residents, the Draper
Park north playground will be closed
and fenced off beginning March 1.
Patience during the construction
process is appreciated, and residents
are encouraged to use the south
playground at Draper Park, or to visit
a different playground at one of our
other 40+ parks.
Beginning March 1, 2022, The
Draper Park NORTH playground
will be closed and fenced off. This
will be closed for removal of the
current playground pieces and
construction of a brand new Mega
All-Inclusive playground to open
summer 2022.
Patience during the construction
process will be appreciated.
Residents are encouraged to
use the SOUTH playground at
Draper Park or visit a different
playground at one of our other
40+ parks.

DRAPER CITY WELLBEING SURVEY
USU’s Utah Wellbeing Project has partnered with many
cities and towns throughout Utah to conduct a public
wellbeing survey. Draper City encourages you to take
10 minutes to provide your feedback. You must be age
18+. Disponible en Español. Please share with others
in your household and the Draper City community. For
more information you can contact Dr. Flint at courtney.
flint@usu.edu.
Take the survey at draperutah.gov/wellbeing. You may also scan the QR
Code above to be taken directly to the survey on your smartphone.
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MAYOR WALKER and FAMILY
FLIP the STRIP

The Draper City Tree Committee recently caught up with Mayor Walker
on his Flip the Strip project, a water conservation resource for all Utah
residents. Here’s what they found out:
Tree Committee: What is your main objective?
Mayor Walker: We decided to flip our strip because we want to help
conserve water. So much water goes to waste on the sidewalk and down
the gutters to keep a space we don’t even use. We live in a desert and
it really makes more sense to grow Utah’s beautiful, native, low-water
plants and keep the soil rich.
We hope that by doing this, our friends and neighbors will want to flip
theirs also. It will be fun to see what unique ideas we can all come up
with. Everyone in the family will help with digging and planting. Draper
resident experts Maddie Sueltz and Michelle Coker have been advising
us on plant choice and design. There are a lot of amazing options we can
use to creatively keep material costs down.
Tree Committee: What is the cost and rebate options for the project?
Mayor Walker: The rebate will give us $1 per square foot. We have 750
square feet so we can get $750. If we take a free Flip Your Strip class we
can get $1.25 per sq foot so we are doing that and will likely get $937.50.
Right now the Walker family has spent roughly $100 on materials for our
project.

DO YOU VALUE YOUR VALUABLES?

A message from Draper Police Lieutenant Dustin Willie
Spring will soon be upon us. As the weather in Draper improves, we can expect
the City-maintained parks and trails to get busy with hikers, bikers, and riders of
all types. The parking areas will undoubtedly fill up with vehicles used to take said
trail users to and fro. I look forward to this time of year, as I enjoy being outdoors
with my friends and family. Others also look forward to this time of year… But some
have less innocent intentions then hiking or picnicking. I am referring to the criminal
element that most people don’t realize are there.
As the local trails get busier, they are also frequented by thieves. A favorite past
time of these thieving types is to steal anything of value left in vehicles. Cell phones,
wallets, purses, backpacks, and even nothing more than spare change sometimes.
If you value your valuables, leave them home or take them on the trail with you.
Please do not leave anything of value inside your vehicle. Leaving items in your car
is playing with fire. It only takes being burnt once to learn that it hurts, and it can/
might happen to you.
Locking your car door helps, keeping things out of sight helps, but the only sure-fire
way to keep your valuables from being stolen by an opportunistic thief is to make
sure they are not left in your vehicle.
As the weather improves, go enjoy the outdoors, and please value your valuables.

To learn more about the Flip the Strip program, visit utahwatersavers.
com.

DRAPER CITY TALK PODCAST
Check out Draper City Talk, the
official podcast of Draper City.
Episodes include – Water Service
and Drought Outlook, Garbage &
Recycling, Diversity and Inclusion
Committee, Community Policing,
Behind the Firehouse Doors,
Roads, Traffic Signals, and Stop
Signs…oh my!, Meet the Managers,
and Planning and Zoning in a
Growing City. New episodes are
released bi-weekly. Listen on
Spotify or wherever you get your
podcasts.
RANKED CHOICE VOTING UPDATE
Draper City employed the use of Ranked Choice Voting for the first time
in last November’s Municipal Election. Ranked Choice Voting allows
voters to rank candidates in order of preference, rather than picking
a single candidate from a list. After the election, we gave residents to
opportunity to provide feedback via a short survey on their experience
with the Ranked Choice Voting system.
There were 791 total resident responses. The Draper City Council will
make a decision regarding
the future use of Ranked
Choice Voting in Draper City
ahead of the 2023 election.
Learn more about Ranked
Choice Voting at draperutah.
gov/elections.
GOOGLE FIBER COMING TO DRAPER CITY
The Draper City Council has approved an
agreement that will allow Google Fiber
to provide high-speed, high-bandwidth
internet service to residents and small
businesses in Draper. Construction
to install infrastructure is expected to
begin in spring of 2022, with completion
anticipated in just over one year, barring
any weather delays or unforeseen
obstacles.

WELCOME NEW DRAPER CITY FIREFIGHTERS
Introducing our
two newest crew
members, Enrique
Mario Garcia and
Alex Shmelev.
Welcome aboard!
My name is
Enrique Mario
Garcia, I grew up
in Elberta,Utah.
I am married to
Brittnie Garcia
and together
we have two
children, a
daughter Iris who is ten years old and a
son Giovanni who is four years old. We
live in Genola, Utah where I serve in a
volunteer fire department. On my off
time I keep myself busy on our small
family farm where we raise animals
and harvest alfalfa. I enjoy spending
time with my wife and kids fixing up our
farmhouse. I spend my off days working
as a mechanic at my family’s business
G&L Diesel. I am grateful and excited
for the opportunity to be a part of the
Draper City Fire Department.

I’m Alex, a proud
Draper City
firefighter and a
husband to my
stunning wife Kat.
I am also known
as a Russian, born
and raised in the
city of Barnaul. I
am also a professional volleyball player
and avid outdoors enthusiast. During
summers you will catch me spending
my free time rafting, scuba diving, and
playing beach volleyball with friends.
Utah has welcomed me with a strong
sense of community and made me fall
in love with the endless views of the
surrounding nature. With that in mind,
I am excited to show the residents
of Utah appreciation through my
services as a fireman and a medical
professional.
I will leave you with a Russian phrase,
“С огнем шутки плохи” (S ognem
shutki plohi), which roughly translates
to: “Don’t play with fire.” A friendly
reminder from the Draper City Fire
Department.

DRAPER FORWARD
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RECREATION PROGRAMS
YOUTH MOUNTAIN BIKING

Youth ages 10-14
With our certified mountain biking
instructors, participants will learn
the basics and rules of mountain
biking on Draper’s Corner Canyon
trails. Sign up early to secure your
spot. With a 6 to 1 rider to instructor
ratio, this program has proven to
be an awesome time enjoying the
outdoors!
Who: Ages 10-14
Where: Andy Ballard Arena/Cycle
Park (1600 E. Highland Dr.)
Length: 4-day clinic
Cost: $160 per participant; includes
custom mountain bike gloves
Intro to Mountain Biking
Students who can ride a two-wheel
bike and are comfortable standing
up on pedals, shifting gears, riding
around the neighborhood and know
how to use their brakes.
**Must have a mountain bike with
shifting gears, knobby tires, and
reachable hand brakes. Instructors
will not allow riders to use unsafe
equipment. **

Intermediate Skills Requirement
Student is comfortable biking on
dirt trails with control of speed.
Has endurance to ride trails,
with climbing for up to one hour.
Student is motivated to expand
mountain bike skills. Student
should be capable of shifting gears
efficiently and standing up on
pedals on all downhill trails.
**Must have a mountain bike with
shifting gears, knobby tires, and
reachable hand brakes. Instructors
will not allow riders to use unsafe
equipment.**

YOUTH TENNIS LESSONS
Ages 4 - 18

Tennis for youth has been a huge
success each year. Penny Clinger
and Binh Huynh, as well as their
staff, are USPTA/USPTR certified
teaching professionals focused
on building a foundation of
fundamentals for all levels. They
bring their cutting-edge teaching
style, obtained by continuous
certification and education
through USPTA.

Historic Corner Canyon
Photo Contest

ADULT TENNIS LESSONS

Adult tennis lessons and tennis
workouts will be available early
spring, summer, and fall. The
YOUTH BEGINNER BIKING
“punch pass” method allows
SKILLS CLINIC
adults to attend lessons at their
Ages 5-9 and 10-14
leisure and to fit their schedule
Join us for great adventures in Youth without the risk of time conflicts.
Beginner Biking Skills. We will teach Instructors are USPTA certified and
are excellent teachers! Beginner
students about bikes and safety,
how to shift gears, stand on pedals and intermediate classes available
and work on small obstacles. Riders for men and women.
will not be required to ride on dirt
trails but MUST be able to ride a
Register online at
bike. 6:1 rider: instructor ratio.
draperutah.gov/

programs.

Where: Draper City Parks & Rec
Dept. (12354 S. 800 E.)
Cost: $40 for a 90-minute clinic

Calling All Vendors!

Easter Egg Hunt

Applications for Draper Days
2022 food and merchandise
booths may be submitted
at www.draperutah.gov/
draperdays.

Saturday, April 16, 2022
10:00 AM
Galena Park (12500 S Vista
Station Blvd.)
Free Event for Children 12 &
Under

Draper City is looking for
old, pre 1999/Suncrest
photos of Corner Canyon.
We know they are out
there in your parents
and grandparents photo
albums. We are looking
for hiking, equestrian,
camping, four wheel/ATV
pics and any other old
photos you may have. We
will pick the top 10 and
winners will receive their
choice of a $25 gift card
or free registration into
one of our Recreation
Programs.

All Future Female
Firefighters Camp

Please submit your pics to
info@draperutah.gov by
April 1.

Check Out Draper Wellness

This two-day experience is
designed to engage young
women who are current
high school seniors in what
it is like to be a female
firefighter through fun
No bunny does an Easter Egg
hands-on activities. It is an
Hunt like Draper City! Grab your all-encompassing introduction
baskets and help celebrate the
to an amazing and rewarding
spring season at this favorite
profession. Schedule will be
city event. Children will have an 8 AM to 5 PM at Draper Fire
egg-cellent time gathering candy Station #22, 14324 Fire House
filled eggs, visiting with the
Rd. Learn more at draperutah.
Easter bunny, and face painting. gov/afff.

A new resource for residents,
Draper Wellness is a community
coalition focused on providing
wellness education and
partnerships throughout the
city.
Visit draperutah.gov/wellness
for a rotating area of focus and
wellness resources. If you have
any needs or suggestions to
better support the community
in the area of health and
wellness, contact us via email at
info@draperutah.gov.

DRAPER WEBSITE NOW INTEGRATED WITH
GOOGLE TRANSLATE

CITY INFORMATION

A study conducted by the Kem C.
Gardner Policy Institute on the
economic and fiscal contributions of
the Point of the Mountain buildout
found that The Point’s Framework
Plan creates a significant economic
opportunity to support high-quality
development, housing and jobs
Learn more at thepointutah.org.

The Draper City website at draperutah.gov is now integrated
with Google Translate. Click on the drop-down menu in the
lower right corner of the home page to convert the site to any
of the languages available.
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