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Mayor’s Message
UTA Proposes Bus Rapid Transit at the
Point of the Mountain

Valentine Deliveries by the Mayor’s Youth Council
By Abby Van De Graaff, DYC Executive Service Leader

After a year and a half of analyzing and receiving
public input for the Point of the Mountain Transit Study,
the Utah Transit Authority (UTA) announced a proposal
for a bus rapid transit (BRT) system between Draper and
Lehi. The new route would feature up to seven new stations and connect eight
miles between the Draper Frontrunner Station and Traverse Mountain in Lehi.
This new locally preferred option replaces the previous proposal to build a
light-rail TRAX line between Draper and Lehi. The BRT became the new “gold
standard” option because it was more economical to construct and quicker to
implement in the area. Below are the top benefits to the proposed BRT system.
Less expensive to build and quicker to construct: The capital cost of BRT
is estimated to be $300-$450 million, which is half the cost of light-rail TRAX
with similarly forecast ridership. Because of several challenges, it would take
a very long time to construct a light-rail system, while a BRT would be quicker
to construct and implement. A BRT system is less complicated to construct
since it does not need an overhead catenary system (overhead wires to supply
electricity), which would have
been needed for light rail. There
are also geologic challenges
around the Point of the
Mountain that make it easier to
construct BRT instead.
Meets ridership demand: The
BRT is projected to meet current
and long-term future travel
demands. A light-rail option
would provide a larger capacity,
but according to the ridership
projections in the area, the
additional capacity is not needed.
Exclusive lanes for faster
travel time: The system would
operate on nearly 90% exclusive
lanes between Draper and Lehi.
This maximizes travel speed
along the route for BRT riders.

Members of the Draper City Mayor’s Youth Council shared the
love this February with residents of Beehive Homes of Draper. The
week leading up to Valentine’s Day, youth members shared inspiring
messages in both homemade and store bought Valentine cards. After
sitting in quarantine for several days, over 60 Valentines were delivered
to Beehive Homes staff and then shared with some of our city’s most
cherished residents. The Draper City Mayor’s Youth Council has been
finding new ways to connect with the city, each other, and government
leaders during COVID-19. The organization is a valuable resource to the
community and we appreciate the service of the 60+ youth members.

New City Website Launched at draperutah.gov

More frequent service than
TRAX: BRT also allows for more
frequent service at stations than light rail. Other BRTs in the state have buses
arriving at stations every six to 10 minutes during peak hours, which is often
quicker than TRAX. This frequency allows a rider to show up to a station at
almost any time, knowing a bus will arrive within minutes.
Easier maintenance: If a bus breaks down, it is easier for other buses to
drive around it and reduce delays. With a light-rail system, it is more difficult
to manage delays when a train breaks down. In addition, light rail would have
required a new maintenance facility to be constructed, which would have added
to the cost.
Offers two stations at The Point: A BRT provides more flexibility to construct
two stations at The Point, which is the new economic development coming after
the relocation of the Utah State Prison. With light rail, it would have provided just
one station in this area.
Avoids residential areas in east Draper: There has been concern with
residents in east Draper of an active TRAX line through their neighborhoods. The
BRT will avoid these residential areas by staying west of I-15, and then crossing
to the east side by the business development area near the current Pluralsight
building. The BRT route will continue to stay close to I-15 through Lehi.

Draper City launched a new website for residents looking for
information on municipal services such as utilities, business licensing,
public safety, parks and recreation, and community development.
The website also features new trails and parks interactive maps, trails
directory, COVID-19 data for Draper and a demographics dashboard.
Check it out at draperutah.gov.

Protect Your Home From Carbon Monoxide Poisoning
Keep your furnace vents, intake valves and chimneys
free of snow to avoid carbon monoxide building up in
your home. Also, check that your gas meter is free from
snow piling up on it. If you have a carbon monoxide
detector, make sure the batteries are working.

This type of BRT system is seen in other parts of the Wasatch Front, including
the Utah Valley BRT system in Provo and Orem, which has had great success
with ridership. It provides a fast and frequent option for public transit for their
community. Another BRT system is also planned to be constructed between
downtown Ogden and Weber State University to improve access to transit
service in the city.

If you suspect a carbon monoxide issue, immediately
open doors and windows, call 911 and exit your home.

The proposed preferred alternative for the Point of the Mountain will be
presented to the UTA Advisory Board, regional planning agencies, and local city
councils, including the Draper City Council. The presentation date for Draper is to
be determined. Check for updates at draperutah.gov.
After confirming the new transit system, UTA will work on the design, conduct
an environmental review, and develop operations and funding plans to advance
the project to construction. Learn more at bit.ly/UTAstudy.
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2020 By The Numbers: Draper Police Department

Seven New Firefighters Train and Join the
Draper City Fire Department

24,233 calls for service
1,802 citations
446 arrests
22 use-of-force (only hands on)
829 volunteer hours by VIPS
120 training hours per officer (3x the state standard)
The Draper Police Department follows the national six pillars of
police reform:
Building Trust and Legitimacy
Policy and Oversight
Officer Wellness and Safety

The Draper City Fire Department is excited to welcome seven new
members to its fire family. The new positions come from one open
allocation and six new allocations that transitioned from part-time to fulltime positions, which was approved by the City Council in January. Our new
firefighters will bring an increase in service to our residents, better crew
continuity, more stability in our daily staffing, and better fiscal responsibility
with our residents’ taxes.

Technology & Social Media
Training & Education
Community Policing & Crime Reduction

Public Input Opportunities for The Point in Draper
The Point of the Mountain State Land
Authority has announced a roadmap for
The Point master planning efforts that will
take place during the first half of 2021.
In the coming months, there will be four
public workshops, two open houses and two surveys. A stakeholder advisory
committee has been created to represent broader public and community
perspectives. For more information, visit thepointutah.org.

The seven new firefighters will complete a 10-week recruit training process
in conjunction with other new hires from three other valley fire agencies.
This recruit training process will ensure that each new member has the
necessary knowledge and skills to perform the function of a firefighter and
understand the Draper City Fire Department culture and expectations.
It is anticipated that these new firefighters will begin their regular station
assignments the last week of April. Our new hires represent the best of the
new generation entering the fire service and an exciting time of new growth
and opportunity for your Draper City Fire Department.

2020 By The Numbers: Draper City Fire Department
3,601 Total Calls (80% Medical Calls; 20% Fire Calls)
94% Calls from Draper
1,527 Transports from 911
595 Hospital Transports
774 Building Inspections by the Fire Prevention Bureau
The Draper City Fire Department also deployed crews to six
Wildland Fire Responses:
Traverse Mountain, Lehi
Miller Fire, Nevada
Ely, Nevada

Range Fire, Orem
Lightning Complex, California
Oregon EMAC

Bike Utah
Presents the 2021
Utah Bike Summit!
This annual event will
be held online on the afternoons of March
30-April 1, with an Outdoor Experience held
in person at Vista Station in Draper on April
6, 2021.
The Utah Bike Summit is the state bicycle
conference, open to bicycle enthusiasts
and advocates, elected officials, bike shops,
infrastructure engineers, transportation
professionals, health officials, tourism
professionals and the general public.
The event features speakers, training
sessions, networking opportunities, and
discussions focusing on how to make Utah
a better place to ride. Please join us for
lively conversations, product demos and a
motivational atmosphere!
For schedules, tickets and more info about
Bike Utah and the Utah Bike Summit, visit
BikeUtah.org/Summit.

Miss Draper Applications Due by April 10, 2021
Application packets for the 2021 Miss Draper competition will be
available starting March 10, 2021. To receive an application, email
missdrapercommittee@gmail.com, and you will also receive information on
qualifications, commitments, roles and responsibilities.
To apply, you will need to submit a resume, service initiative essay and
reference letter. The application and paperwork are due April 10, 2021 at
noon. In-person interviews will be held with a panel of judges on May 15,
2021. There will be no public stage performance and no orientation gathering.
Learn more at draperutah.gov/missdraper.

2021 Park and Trail Projects
The following park and trail projects are currently under construction or planned for construction this
upcoming season: For more information on these projects, visit draperutah.gov or contact Brad Jensen at
801-576-6549 or brad.jensen@draperutah.gov.

		

Project

Location

Proposed Improvements

Orson Smith Trailhead Parking Lot
Expansion

Orson Smith
Trailhead

22 stall paved parking lot, adjacent to Highland
Drive, south of trailhead entrance.

Jordan River Rotary Park Parking
Lot Expansion & Boat Launch

Jordan River
Rotary Park

Expand parking lot, entrance improvements, new
parking lot for boat launch. Boat launch to be
installed by Salt Lake County.

Bonneville Shoreline Trail
Connection to Lehi City

From Brookside
Trailhead to
Sensei Trail (Lehi)

3+ miles of new primitive trail to create a 10-mile
trail loop from Ann’s Trail/BST to Lehi City trails
then back to Brookside Trailhead.

Edelweiss Trail

From Mercer
Hollow Trail to
Ann’s Trail

1.7 miles of new primitive trail from the top of
Mercer Hollow to Ann’s Trail.

Carpe Diem Backcountry Trail

Three Falls Trail
to Lower Hog
Hollow

3.5 miles of new backcountry style trail (rake and
ride) from Three Falls Trail to Hog Hollow.

Peak View/Hidden Meadows Foot
Trail Loop

Peak View
Trailhead

2.2 mile foot-only trail loop from Peak View
Trailhead.

Coyote Hollow/Burnham Foot Trail
Loop

Coyote Hollow
Trailhead

0.5 mile of new trail to create a 1.4 mile foot only
trail loop from Coyote Hollow Trailhead.

Maple Hollow/Telegraph Foot Trail
Loop

Maple Hollow
Trailhead/Deer
Ridge Road

2.8 mile of new trail to create a 4 mile foot only
trail loop from Maple Hollow Trailhead.

Trail/Park Pavement Repairs

Various Park and
Trail Sites

Repair of pavement cracking.
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CITY COUNCIL MESSAGE
Looming Threats to Local Control
Dear Draper residents —
Utah housing
prices are
spiraling out
of control. In
the last five
years, median
housing prices
increased by
over 60%. Demand continues to
outstrip supply and the problem has
been exacerbated by sudden out-ofstate in-migration brought on by the
COVID-19 pandemic. The secret is
out—Utah is a great place to live, if
you can afford it.
The housing affordability crisis
represents our state’s biggest
impediment to continued economic
prosperity. As the annual increase
in housing prices outpaces median
wage gains, Utah families increasingly
find housing costs consuming
more of their monthly budgets.
Furthermore, many of the reasonably
priced homes are further away from
major employment opportunities,
which leads to higher transportation
costs.
It is no surprise that our elected
representatives at the Capitol are
fervently and frantically searching
for policy solutions. They should
be supported in these efforts and
commended.
However, any policy must carefully
calibrate the balance between the
housing affordability crisis with
quality of life, existing property
rights and local zoning and planning
authority concerns.
One attempt to mitigate the
housing crisis comes from
Representative Ray Ward in the form
of House Bill 82. Under H.B. 82, an
internal ADU (“accessory dwelling
unit”; think mother-in-law apartment)
is a permitted use in ANY singlefamily residential zone. This means
that any single-family residence can
essentially be converted into a multifamily rental unit. In practical terms,
this bill would allow homeowners to
convert basements into rental units

virtually anywhere in the city. Note:
this new proposal deviates from
Draper City’s current policy, which
allows for external ADUs, but not
internal ADUs.
This bill would strip Draper City’s
authority to preserve neighborhood
character and carefully plan around
parking issues and traffic congestion.
Imagine cars lining your street in a
scenario where neighboring homes
all converted into duplexes.
This is a stunning overreach by
our legislature, which often ironically
preaches local control and “states’
rights” when the federal government
intrudes in state affairs, but which
seems increasingly comfortable
meddling in the local business of
municipalities.
Furthermore, how does adding
a new rental income stream to an
existing single-family home help the
housing affordability crisis? Certainly
rental supply would increase,
potentially driving down rent prices,
but if our goal is home ownership,
H.B. 82 does nothing to correct
the supply/demand imbalance. If
anything, it intensifies the problem,
leaving more Utahns priced out of
home ownership.
I support our state representatives’
efforts to address the housing
crisis and I support a robust view of
property rights (new homeowners
and existing homeowners); however
I do not support top-down, “one size
fits all” solutions that do not allow
adequate room for local decision
making.
Your voice ought to determine the
character of your community, not
distant politicians unfamiliar with
the diverse and varied needs of our
neighborhoods.
Agree or disagree, let me know
what you think—
Councilman Cal Roberts
cal.roberts@draperutah.gov
Note: H.B. 82 is currently working its
way through the legislative process and
may be amended and changed.

Draper City Tree Commission Provides Landscaping
Tips and Guidelines
Draper City offers beautifully manicured streets and neighborhoods, and we
take pride in having a beautiful community. The Draper City Tree Commission
has compiled some resources for residents as they plan new landscaping or
adjust existing landscaping at their home or business.
The Commission also provides guidelines and tips for site conditions, water
needs, planting times and avoiding wind damage. To view the Draper City Tree
Guide about planting trees and shrubs, and maintenance tips, visit draperutah.
gov/landscaping.

Upcoming Road Construction Projects in Draper
Draper City’s Public Works
Department is gearing up for a
busy road construction season
starting in April 2021. The City
has several major road projects
that improve the safety of all
users on our roads. Below
are highlights of a few of the
projects:
1. 1300 E. and Pioneer Rd. Roundabout: To improve traffic flow, a
second lane will be added through the roundabout in the NB and
SB directions on 1300 E. New dedicated right turn lanes will be
added on the EB and WB approaches of Pioneer Rd.
2. Highland Dr. and Vestry Road: A new signal will be installed at this
intersection to improve safety.
3. Suncrest Dr. HAWK Beacon: A new HAWK Beacon, which is
activated by a pedestrian to turn into a red traffic light will be
installed to improve the safety of crossing Suncrest Dr.
4. 900 E. & Draper Parkway: A new traffic light will be installed and
curb, gutter and sidewalk will be completed on 900 E.
5. Deer Ridge Dr.: Reconstructing the pavement and improving the
drainage system on Deer Ridge Dr.
6. 12200 South and 700 East: Curb, gutter and sidewalk will be added
and 12200 South will be widened.
7. 450 East and Draper Parkway: The City will widen 450 East to
prepare for a new traffic signal that will be installed by UDOT.
8. Bangerter Parkway and Vestry Road: A new traffic signal will be
installed to manage the increase in traffic.
9. 300 East and 12300 South: 300 East will be widened to add dual
left turn lanes on Draper Parkway.
For more information, visit draperutah.gov/construction.

Resident Spotlight: Carol K
Draper resident, Carol K., is an
advocate for domestic violence
survivors and recently organized a
drive for crisis care kits. With the help
of community members, she was able
to deliver 200 kits to domestic violence
survivors at South Valley Services. She
loves to collaborate with nonprofits
and businesses. Follow Carol K. on
Instagram at @carolkvan to volunteer
or donate on her next project.

Recap: Draper Deals Round Two
Thank you to our Draper residents for participating
and helping support our local businesses.

New Business License Official Available to
Help Your Business in Draper
Draper City has a new Business License Official, Travis DeJong, who can
help with any business license needs in Draper. This includes home
business licensing, alcoholic beverage permit, temporary permit and
license fee questions. For more information, contact Travis or visit
draperutah.gov/business
Draper City Business License Official
Travis DeJong | 801-576-6530
Travis.DeJong@draperutah.gov
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EVENTS &

RECREATION PROGRAMS
Programs and events are subject to modification or
cancellation due to COVID-19 state guidelines. Full refunds
will be provided if a program is canceled.

After School Science Class
Learn about science through fun experiments including fire bubbles, metal
that melts in water, laser maze making, marble roller coasters, water balloon
catapults, and VandeGraff machine lightning bolts.
Date: Starts March 15, 2021 for six weeks
Cost: $82 per participant
Registration: Now open at bit.ly/DraperRegistration (click on 2020-21 Spring/
Summer Programs and Events)

Beginning Mindfulness
These beginning classes explore mindfulness
as a means to learn how to manage emotional
experiences. We will also practice healthy habits
of mind including kindness, non-judgement and
gratitude. With practice, mindfulness can be a
creative approach to managing everyday stresses.
Date: Tuesdays: March 2, 9, 16, 23/April 6, 13, 20, 27
Times: 8:15 a.m. to 9 a.m.

Spring Adult Softball

Cost: $12 per participant, per 4-week session

A fun 16 years+ adult league with an end-

Registration: bit.ly/DraperMindfulness

of-season tournament and champion team
awards. Get your team together and register
early - it fills up fast!

Girls Softball

Date: Beginning in April 2021

Build fundamental skills in softball while having

Cost: $485 per team

fun and making friends. This program offers twice

Registration: Bit.ly/DraperRegistration

a week practice/games for girls in 3rd-8th grade.

-Men’s Open League-

Date: Games begin April 2021

-Coed Lower League-

Cost: Falcon (3rd/4th Grade) $58; Filly (5th/6th

-Coed Upper League-

Grade) $63; Fox (7th/8th Grade) $68
Registration: Until March 1. Go to

Adult Mountain Biking

bit.ly/DraperSoftball21

Is living in Draper making you want to get into mountain biking? This class is for you!

Adult Tennis Lessons &
Workouts
Adult tennis lessons and
tennis workouts will be
available again this early
spring, summer and fall.

It will give you the skills and knowledge you need as an adult beginner. Instructors are
certified and very experienced in teaching MTB (mountain bike) skills.
Who: 18 years and older

Who: Adults, 18 years old and older

When: Lessons begin March 23, 2021

When: Fridays, April 9 - 30, 10 am- noon (4-week session)

Classes & Times:
•

Tuesday Mixed Workout 2.0-2.5

The punch pass method

Beginners = 10:00 a.m.-11:30

allows adults to attend

a.m.

lessons at their leisure
and to fit their schedule without the risk of
time conflicts. Instructors are USPTA certified.
Beginner and intermediate classes available

•

Friday Mixed Workout 3.0-3.5 =
10:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

Cost (must purchase a punch pass):

for men and women.

1 Lesson Pass = $20

Adult Kickball
Not just for kids anymore, this great low stress/high activity game allows adults to
recreate, get some exercise, socialize and have fun. Great for groups.
Who: Teams must consist of men and women and always have four of each gender
When: Wednesdays beginning May 26, 2021. Seven regular season games plus

4 Lesson Pass = $72

tournament.

8 Lesson Pass = $136

Cost: $350 per team

CITY INFORMATION
MAYOR
Troy K. Walker

CITY MANAGER
David Dobbins

CITY COUNCIL
Mike Green
Tasha Lowery
Fred Lowry
Cal Roberts
Marsha Vawdrey

CONTACT
801-576-6500
draperutah.gov
@drapercity
@drapercityutah
@drapercity

STAY IN THE KNOW
Sign up for the monthly eNewsletter
by emailing info@draperutah.gov with
“subscribe” and your full name.

Cost: $85 per participant

Miss Draper Holds Royal Court
at Canny Kids Tea Party
Miss Draper 2020, Elle Stoker, and her royal
attendants Cece Burridge and Madison Gastelo
made their first official appearance at a Royal
Tea Party at Canny Kids in Draper on February
20, 2021.
The event was also attended by Miss Sandy
McKenzie Maag. Kids had entered a contest for
a chance to attend the tea party with limited
attendance. A wonderful time was had by all at
a socially distanced and responsible royal tea
party. Thank you, Miss Draper and Canny Kids,
for creating happy memories for Draper kids.
Visit cannykids.com to learn more about their
services for filling the gap between full-time
daycare and hourly babysitters.

